
Above photo: The plaque from the site of St. Bernard’s con-
vent was recently returned to the parish by Inspiring Hope, Inc., 
which is now located at 7425 University Ave., in Middleton. 
Below photo: Fr . Br ian takes a closer  look at the plaque after  
it arrives at St. Bernard.  
Right photo: The top piece 
of the shrine denotes the dedi-
cation, the builder and the 
date.  

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Tucked behind an office building here on University Avenue 
is a monument to the sisters of St. Francis of Assisi, who taught 
the children of St. Bernard Catholic School for almost 30 years. 
     It was not meant to be a place for prayer, but it could have 
been a place for reflection. 
     Mostly, it was built as a place of recreation for the sisters, 
who lived in the convent where Inspiring Hope Ministries, Inc., 
7524 University Avenue, now stands.  
     A stone patio encircled the monument, and around to the 
back was a built-in barbeque grill.  
     Msgr. Ferdinand Mack, the first pastor of St. Bernard Parish, 
dedicated the monument in 1961.  
     It was built by Joseph Miller, formerly of Mound Drive, who 
donated the 60 tons of stone used in the structure and erected the 
structure himself.  
     At the time, Miller told the Middleton Times-Tribune he 
lifted a total of 240 tons of stone before the shrine was complet-
ed. The project took three months.  
     The plaque in the center depicting one of the sisters sur-
rounded by school children was donated by the church, accord-
ing to the Times-Tribune, but there is no mention of its origin in 
church records. 
     The convent burned down several years ago, but the monu-
ment remained in its original spot.  
     With plans to renovate their space, Inspiring Hope offered 
the plaque and top piece to St. Bernard Parish. 
     “We are very happy they are at home ... and will always be 
cherished there,” said Mary Beth Haunty of Inspiring Hope. 
“The stone carving is very beautiful and reflects the heart of the 
work of St. Bernards.” 
     Fr. Brian Wilk, the pastor of St. Bernard Parish, and parish-
ioner Gary Gillitzer, picked up the two pieces on May 4. 
     “We are extremely grateful to Mary Beth and her son, Alex, 
for returning this piece of history to St. Bernard parish,” said Fr. 
Brian. “It will be prominently displayed on the church grounds 
for many more generations to come.”                 

Local business returns plaque dedicated to teaching sisters 

Msgr. Ferdinand Mack, the parish’s first full-time pastor, leads 
Joseph Miller during the dedication of the shrine  in 1961 with a 
crowd of St. Bernard school children and parishioners in attend-
ance. 


